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Fourth	  home	  repair	  blitz	  set	  for	  Sat.	  Oct.	  19	  
 
Oct. 14, 2013 - Since May of 2012 the Hampton Home Repair Blitz – with the help of some 600 
eager volunteers – has helped fix and improve 60 homes across the city. 
 
Officials praise the local partnerships and positive results created by the semi-annual program, which 
continues Saturday Oct. 19 in the Rosalee Gardens neighborhood. But the success of the Blitz also 
lies in the helping hand and sense of pride it gives people.  
 
“I honestly think it was the most beautiful thing in the world,” said Debra Harden, whose Bland 
Street home was washed, painted and received other repairs in the fall of 2012. Harden said she 
called organizers and got on the schedule for repairs soon after Blitz fliers were distributed in her 
neighborhood.  
 
She compared the day that volunteers from Tyler Elementary School came to her home with an 
episode of the TV show Extreme Makeover: Home Edition. “To me it looked like 100 people 
walking down the street,” said Harden. “They did such an excellent job. I’m ever so grateful.” 
 
Organized by Hampton’s Community Development Department, the Home Repair Blitz 
concentrates housing rehabilitation efforts – from painting to gutter repair, power washing and yard 
cleanup – on property owned by the elderly, disabled and low-income. This fall, Blitz organizers 
have identified 23 qualified homeowners who need help with exterior home repairs. 
 
The Rosalee Gardens neighborhood consists of Norwood Circle, Ryland Road, Rosalee Drive and 
Celey Street. It’s located in the Greater Wythe community between the Pembroke Avenue and Shell 
Road corridors.  
 
Working with Habitat for Humanity and the Hampton Redevelopment & Housing Authority, 
Community Development arranges both volunteers and community sponsors, including the Home 
Depot Foundation, Quality Advantage, Morris Lawn Care, Quincy Carr Inc., McDonald’s Garden 
Center and Hampton City Schools. Since 2012 the Blitz program has received almost $40,000 worth 
of materials and supplies and $93,000 in volunteer labor.  
 
A.W. Bassette Elementary School, 671 Bell Street, will be the host site for the blitz this year. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m. Groups and businesses interested in donating time, materials, or 
services for the Home Repair Blitz should visit www.hampton.gov/repairblitz or contact Jonathan 
McBride in the Community Development Department at 726-5438, or jmcbride@hampton.gov  
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